


ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING




THE GRADE-LEVEL READING COMMUNITIES NETWORK

The Campaign for Grade Level-Reading welcomes 124 Charter Members of the Grade-Level
Reading Communities Network. This Network will function as an intentional community of
practice organized to (1) foster the development of solutions to the readiness, attendance and
summer learning challenges, (2) link these solutions to ongoing local efforts to ensure quality
teaching and improve schools, and (3) advance and accelerate the dissemination of the most

promising policies, programs and practices to improve outcomes and achieve impact.

As a community of practice, the Grade-Level Reading Communities Network will provide oppor-

tunities for peer exchanges, peer supports and peer coaching between and among its members.

What the Charter Members of this network have in common is a commitment to ensure more
college- and career-ready high school graduates by moving the needle on one of the best predic-
tors of high school graduation, grade-level reading by the end of third grade. Toward that end,
local elected and civic leaders have invested reputation and political capital, local funders have
invested in the planning and convening, and stakeholders from all across these communities have
invested time, talent and sweat equity. This is a remarkable story in the making. And we are

proud to have a role in it.
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The Network reaches
167 of all public
school students In
ASSURANCE 1 the United States.

ASSURANCE #2

ASSURANCE #3

The Network initially is focusing on three chal-
lenges to reading success that are amenable to
community solutions:

ASSURANCE #4

The Readiness Gap: Too many children from low-

income families begin school already far behind.

The Attendance Gap (Chronic Absence): Too
many children from low-income families miss too
ASSURANCE #5 many days of school.

The Summer Slide (Summer Learning Loss):
Too many children lose ground over the summer

months.

ASSURANCE #6

In order to address these challenges, Charter
Members of the Network convened sponsoring
coalitions comprised of more than 1,800 organiza-
tions for the purpose of developing Community

Solutions Action Plans.




PEOPLE LIVING IN NETWORK COMMUNITIES (continental U.S.) STUDENTS ATTENDING SCHOOLS IN NETWORK COMMUNITIES
STUDENT POPULATION

POPULATION
United States - 308,745,538

100%  46% i
° ° Network Communities - 142,705,409 = 49.4 Million IM

j

/.m = 8 Million

U.S. PUBLIC SCHOOLS NETWORK SCHOOLS
(as of Fall 2011)

CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING CONNECTIONS TO OTHER EDUCATION EFFORTS

* Network members are in 7 out of the 9 states with RttT Early Learning Challenge grants.
* Network members are in 8 out of the 8 states with Striving Readers grants.

* Of 37 total planning and implementation 2010/2011 Promise Neighborhood grantees, 20 are

in Network locations.

* 76 percent of the school districts in the Trial Urban District Assessment (TUDA)—designed
to explore the feasibility of using the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) to
report on the performance of public school students at the district level—are members of the

Campaign for Grade-Level Reading Communities Network.

* Of the 20 cities that received Cities of Service Leadership Grants to increase volunteerism and

target volunteers to address their cities’ greatest needs, 15 are members of the Network.
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350 school districts
with 8 MILLION
students from
grades K-12



Montgomery
West Alabama/Tuscaloosa

Statewide (Phoenix, Tucson,
Flagstaff and Yuma)
Sahuarita and Green Valley

Berkeley

Buena Park

Chula Vista

Fresno

Kern County

Long Beach

Los Angeles

Oakland

Pacoima Community
Initiative, Los Angeles

Richmond

Sacramento

Salinas

San Francisco

San Jose

Santa Cruz County

Stockton

Tahoe Truckee Community

City and County of Denver
Longmont

Branford
Bridgeport
Bristol
Chaplin
Danbury
Hartford
Meriden
New Britain
Norwalk
Plymouth
Torrington
Vernon
Winchester

Delray Beach
Gainesville/Alachua County
Jacksonville/Duval County
Miami-Dade County
Orlando
Palm Beach County
Tallahassee, on behalf of
Several Communities
Statewide
Tampa/Hillsborough County
Vero Beach

PARTICIPATING COMMUNITIES

Atlanta

Communities of Coastal
Georgia Foundation
(Brunswick)

Savannah

Chicago

Fort Wayne
Greater Lafayette
Indianapolis
Muncie
Richmond

Ames

Council Bluffs
Des Moines
Dubuque
Marshalltown

Quad Cities (Davenport)

City of El Dorado
Shawnee County

Louisville

New Orleans

Baltimore

Boston
Holyoke
Pitsfield
Springfield

Worcester

Ann Arbor
Detroit
Kent County

Gulfport

Kansas City

Las Vegas
Northern Nevada and the
Sierra (Reno)

Camden
Carteret
Newark

Paterson

Dona Ana County/Mesilla

Buffalo

Madison County
New York City
Rochester
Syracuse

Mecklenburg County/
Charlotte

Southern Pines

Wake County

Montgomery County/Dayton

Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky

Enid
Oklahoma City

Eugene
Multnomah County/Portland
Wallowa County

Allegheny County
Lehigh Valley
Reading

San Juan

Providence

Lexington and Richland
Counties

Arlington-Mansfield

Austin

Brownsville

Houston

San Antonio

‘Waco

Wharton, Colorado &
Matagorda counties

St. Thomas

Clearfield, Kearns, Park City,
and South Salt Lake
Salt Lake City

Alexandria
Petersburg
Richmond
Roanoke
Virginia Beach

Anacortes

Bellevue

Seattle and the South King
County cities of Auburn,
Burien, Federal Way, Kent,
Renton, SeaTac, and Tukwila

Washington, DC

Eau Claire
Milwaukee



SIZE OF NETWORK COALITION AREAS POPULATION DENSITY

Urban
COMMUNITY SIZE W Rural
18% Below 50,000 @ &
50,000-100,000
Lo 100,000-200,000 80.7% 76.6%
¥ 200,000-500,000
18% UNITED STATES NETWORK

M 500,000+ (determined by
the U.S. Census)

THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS ACTION PLANS

The Charter Members of the Network are rural, urban, suburban and diverse in population size and
region. All became Charter Members by completing a rigorous locally led and supported process
to develop a Community Solutions Action Plan (CSAP). Each CSAP sought to build upon and

strengthen six core assurances around the readiness, attendance and summer learning challenges.

Moreover, consistent with the National Civic League’s All-America City Awards criteria, the CSAP
development process accorded considerable attention to cross-sector collaboration, stakeholder

engagement and community outreach.



LOCAL COALITION COMPOSITION

Literacy Coalition 4%

Intermediary Organization 5%

H (o)
Media 5% 303~ Community Program Provider 18%

gfg;i:i;dnf‘ﬁ/e”me School District 13%

Library 8% s Municipal Leadership or Agency 12%
(]
i )
Other 9% J 206 j Philanthropy 10%
Business 9%

LOCAL CAMPAIGN LEAD ORGANIZATION

Museum & Library 4%

Community Program Provider 7%

School District 7% United Way 20%

Literacy Coalition 7% Other 15%
Intermediary Organizaﬁ Philanthropy 11%
Local Political Leadership 10% ' City/County Agency 10%
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THE NETWORK SUPPORT CENTER

The Network Support Center (NSC) is the arm of the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
established to help members of the Grade-Level Reading Communities Network develop,

implement and sustain solutions to the challenges and barriers to grade-level reading by the end

of third grade.

Over the next 18 months, NSC’s technical assistance, capacity-building and tool development

activities will be organized around three major priorities.

Helping Charter Members to refine the CSAP and to build the capacities, systems and tools

needed for its implementation

Helping Charter Members to aggregate the resources for high-fidelity replication and scaling

of the most promising high-leverage programs and solutions

Helping Charter Members to build and sustain robust “practice and learning for action”

communities to accelerate the diffusion of the best ideas, programs and solutions

NSC will operate as the “hub,” broker and quality assurance manager of technical assistance

and consulting support from a rich array of public, private and social sector providers. Through
gatherings, webinars, online resources and other means, the NSC also will provide opportunities
to confer directly with experts and policymakers. Most importantly, NSC will honor the diversity,
strengths and accomplishments of Charter Members by unleashing the potential of the Network

itself through facilitating peer exchanges, promoting peer learning and supporting peer coaching.



WWW.GRADELEVELREADING.NET




